[The pathomechanism of polycystic ovary syndrome in the light of recent research findings].
The author summarizes the factors which play a role in the development of polycystic ovary syndrome highlighting the impact of intrauterine genetic programming and the importance of the maternal steroid environment. Environmental effects, steroid receptor modulators, endocrine disruptor compounds, and the role of obesity in the development of polycystic ovary syndrome are also discussed.